
Hana Powell’s (W12, WAOC) Lakes 5 Days 2026 Report 

 

Lakes 5 Days is an orienteering holiday that takes place in early August every four 

years. 

 

 

Day 1: Askham Common 

Day 1 was a moorland, which was a very different terrain to what I am used to.  My 

course (course 17, W12A, Orange) mainly just stayed on paths, instead of using the 

moorland to progress our bearing skills, which was a little disappointing.  But overall, 

I think that day was quite good and I came 4th.  

 

Day 2: Bessyboot / The Combe 

Day 2 there was a lot more use for bearings than day 1, but if you did have to follow 

a line feature it was mainly just marsh that you basically couldn’t see (so when you 

stepped into them you had quite a shock) or dried up rivers, so obviously it was very 

different from the day before.  I did day 2 in The Combe, but some of the longer 

courses did it in Bessyboot.  But in the end, I did really enjoy it, and I did well on my 

course and came 3rd. 

 

Day 3: Yewdale Fells 

Day 3 there was a lot of marsh and rain and I’m sure the rain probably impacted 

quite a lot of people’s times, but when you ignore that bit it was a very good course.  



But I don’t think the course was the hardest bit that day - I think probably getting into 

the car park was harder.  I remember when we were walking to the start, we saw 

people just leaving their cars in the queue and just getting out and walking to the 

assembly themselves, because there was no point in, like, missing your start just 

because you’re trying to get in.  But other than all those things, it was actually quite a 

nice day and I came 5th. 

 

Day 4: Bigland 

Day 4 was the one and only Middle of the week.  It was also one of the only forest 

areas of the week.  So, it was very different from the days before.  It was a very hard 

area, and I ended up taking, like, 20 minutes on a control.  But it was also a very 

beautiful area.  Probably one of the most beautiful areas of the week.  And I came 

6th.  

  

Day 5: Hampsfell  

Day 5 was more of a moor land than the day before, though some courses did go in 

the forest, my course did not.  I thought it could have had the perfect mix of using 

bearings and line features but they didn’t give enough opportunities to use a bearing.  

But I did really like the course though if they just added a few more chances in there 

to use a bearing, that could have made it an even better course.  It was one of my 

favourite days and I really enjoyed the course. On the limestone pavement there was 

a lot of different opinions.  I think some people just liked it because it was just 

something different but, I don’t think it really affected anyone’s run in a bad way but, 

there was the fear that you might just randomly just twist your ankle.  I can’t speak 

for everyone when I say that though.  It just didn’t affect me, I didn’t really notice it, to 

be honest.  There were hundreds of people there so someone probably didn’t like 

the limestone pavement 

but, I can just tell you what 

I know. I came 1st, which I 

am very happy with.  

 

In the overall results I 

came 3rd in W12A and I 

got a shoe bag and a hat. 

Overall, I loved the week it 

was absolutely brilliant and 

I can’t wait for the next 

one. 


